Twenty-seven

'HARLES* plans for his beaten foes were much more
subtle than anything so crudely arbitrary as proscriptions*
He saw that the inevitable reaction against too much ex-
citement was taking place among the people who had been
yelling so long for blood, and he did not wish to lose the
advantage of it by being precipitate. But he did want the
Whigs forever out of his way* So he proceeded with great
skill and no little refined cruelty to goad them to the point
where they would almost literally hang themselves* It was
done with the utmost good humour and quite according
to the atrocious legal precedents which the victims them-
selves had followed when they were so triumphantly riding
the crest of the Popish Plot? scare.

This time it was the King who raised the false cry of
conspiracy- He still feared the resourceful Shaftcsbury,
who was looking for a new opportunity to rally his follow-
ers against the throne* Indeed, *' Little Sincerity ** was
boasting that he had ** ten thousand brisk boys of London "
ready to do his bidding, Charles clapped the Earl into the
Tower and then began to look about for tangible proof of
something criminal* The only thing he could find among
the prisoner's papers was the draft of a " Whig Associa-
tion " binding the signers to the political aims of their
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